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November memory verse Isaiah 7:14 (NKJV) Therefore the Lord Himself
will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and
shall call His name Immanuel.

Commentary on Isaiah 54 and 55 by Chuck Smith 11.8.23
Chapter 54 Israel is to be restored as Jehovah's wife.

Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; break forth into singing, and cry aloud, thou that
didst not travail with child: for more are the children of the desolate than the children of
the married wife, saith the LORD. Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch
forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy
stakes (Isa 54:1-2);

God speaks of how He's just going to enlarge the nation and the people of Israel as He
receives them again and places His blessing upon them once more.

For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the
Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited. Fear not; for thou shalt not be
ashamed: neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt
forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood
any more (Isa 54:3-4).

As we go to the prophecy of Hosea we will find a very classic picture of how God took
Israel as His own wife. How that she forsook Him, serving other gods, and how that God
finally will redeem her back again to Himself and will marry her once more and have that
right relationship that He has always desired with her. And so here the same idea,
"You'll not remember the reproach of your youth or your widowhood any more."

For thy Maker [God] is your husband; The LORD of hosts is his name; and thy
Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called. For
the LORD hath called thee as a woman that is forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife
of youth, when you were refused, saith thy God. For a small moment have | forsaken
thee; but with great mercies will | gather thee (Isa 54:5-7).

The glorious grace of God, the glorious mercy of God. The glorious patience of God as
He deals with His people, the nation Israel. And as for a moment, and a thousand years
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is as a day with the Lord, "for a moment | have forsaken you; but with great mercies will
| gather thee."

In a little wrath | hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will |
have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer. For this is as the waters of Noah
unto me: for as | have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth;
so have | sworn that | would not be angry with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the mountains
shall depatrt, the hills shall be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee,
neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the LORD that hath mercy on
thee. O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, | will lay thy
stones with fair colors, and lay thy foundations with sapphires. And | will make your
windows of agates, and the gates of carbuncles, and all your borders of pleasant
stones. And all of your children shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be the
peace of thy children. In righteousness shalt thou be established: and thou shalt be far
from oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee.
Behold, they shall surely gather together, but not by me: whosoever shall gather
together against thee shall fall for thy sake. Behold, | have created the smith that
bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth the instrument for his work; and |
have created the waster to destroy. But no weapon that is formed against thee shall
prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.
This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith
the LORD (Isa 54:8-17).

"Their righteousness is of Me." Our righteousness is not of ourselves. It's not of our
works. It's not by the works of righteousness that we have done but by His grace alone.
God declares, "Their righteousness is of Me." Of course, the primary promise here is
being made to the Israelite, to the nation of Israel, after He has re-gathered them and
claimed them as His people. "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper;
every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the
heritage of the servants of the Lord." So that it goes beyond just Israel. And it comes to
us as servants of the Lord; we find our righteousness in Christ.

Chapter 55
Ho, every one that thirsteth (Isa 55:1),

Going into the glorious Kingdom Age. Now, God detests and hates commercialism. God
hates how people take advantage of one another. Profiteering on someone else. God is
going to bring down the whole commercial system. And when God brings it down there
is going to be great rejoicing in heaven, though on earth there's going to be tremendous
mourning and lamentation. But in Revelation 18 God spends a whole chapter telling of
how He's going to bring down this whole commercial world that have put people into
bondage through credit cards. And it makes slaves out of people. Put people under all
kinds of financial pressures. Taking advantage of people's misfortunes. And God hates
it with a passion. And He's going to bring it down. And in the new age that is going to be
established by Jesus Christ, no commercialism at all. Man's greed will not have an
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opportunity of exploiting the weaker man or his fellowman or the poorer man. "Ho, every
one that thirsteth."

come to the waters, and he that has no money; come, buy, and eat; yea, come, and buy
the wine and milk without money and without price (Isa 55:1).

God is going to allow the earth to just bring forth abundantly and every man shall see,
set 'neath his own vine and fig tree and they shall live in peace together. There won't be
the greed that has actually created so many of the horrible wars in our history. Those
men who profit over wars, those men who have the commercial interest and all who can
make great gain through bringing a nation against a nation, all would be gone. The
basis of greed will be gone. Everything will be free. "Ho, every one that thirsteth, just
come. Help yourself. Take what you want. No money. No price."

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread? (Isa 55:2)
The Lord said. you labor for that which does not satisfy? (Isa 55:2)

As He speaks out against our whole system today, how that we labor so hard to get
things that really don't satisfy. Why is it that you do this?

hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself
in fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and | will
make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. Behold, | have
given him for a witness to the people, a leader and a commander to the people (Isa
55:2-4).

So Christ shall come and sit upon the throne of David and order it and establish it in
righteousness and in judgment. And He shall be as a witness to the people, a leader, a
commander.

Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew thee not
shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he
hath glorified thee. Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is
near: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him
return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon (Isa 55:5-7).

Oh, what beautiful words of God to us tonight. Call upon the Lord while He is near, while
He may be found. "Seek Him while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near: let
the wicked forsake his way, the unrighteous man his thoughts of evil: return to the Lord,
for God will have mercy; He will abundantly pardon you." For God says,

My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD (Isa
55:8).
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| will vouch for that. | don't understand so many times why God does the things He
does. His thoughts are not my thoughts. Nor are His ways my ways. | would do many
things much differently. | wouldn't do them more wisely; I'd just do them differently. But
you see, the difference between God's thoughts and my thoughts, and God's ways and
my ways, is that God knows the end from the beginning. Therefore, He doesn't do
something and wonder if it's right. When He does it, He knows it's right. Now the way |
do things, | do them and | hope it's right. And sometimes it is. But many times it isn't.
But when | started doing it, | was sure it was.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than yours, and
my thoughts than your thoughts (Isa 55:9).

There is such a difference, and yet herein is the folly of man, because | get angry with
God sometimes because He doesn't do it my way. Now isn't that ridiculous? For a
person to get angry with God because God has done something a way they didn't want
it done or a way they wouldn't do it? Now if | did it my way, | would never have any
troubles. | would never have any weakness. | would never have any problems. If | did it
my way, it'd just be smooth sailing all the way. No storms. But that's not God's way. For
you see, if | did it my way, | would never develop any strength of character. | would
become a very weak flabby, spoiled person. Miserable to be around 'cause | would not
understand a person that did have problems. A person that did experience weaknesses.
| would become intolerable towards them. So God doesn't let me do it my way. God lets
me fall. God lets me stumble. God lets me experience weaknesses. God lets me
experience troubles, trials, problems, difficulties. So that when my brother is in need, |
can come to him in meekness and lift him up, as | consider myself realizing that | too am
tempted. So God's ways are really best.

Now the wrath of God is going to be revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of man who hold the truth of God in unrighteousness. And for you to
hold the truth of God, and yet exalt yourself and your thoughts and your ways above
Him is holding the truth of God in unrighteousness. That's the wrong way to hold the
truth of God because you say, "Well, God is supreme, God knows everything." And then
| say, "Now God, | demand that You do this or | command You, Lord, to do this." That is
not making God supreme. That's now making me supreme and my ways supreme. So
I'm not holding the truth of God in righteousness. I'm saying, "God, | know better than
You know. My way is better than Your way." How much better it is, how much more
glorifying to God it is, what a great witness it is when | can just say, "Oh God, Your will
be done. | just commit myself and my ways to You, Lord. That Your will will be done in
my life. You do what is best. You do what You know is best." And not to question and
not to challenge and not to gripe and not to complain when things aren't going my way.
Not to give God such a miserable time.

But yet, "as high as the heaven is above the earth." Now how high that is, | don't know
and | don't think anybody knows, but it's out there. It's high. Just how high | don't know,
but it's awfully high. So are God's thoughts higher than mine, and His ways are higher

than mine. So surely the wisest thing | could ever do is just to commit my way unto the
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Lord and that's what the scripture tells me to do. "Commit your way unto the Lord, and
He shall bring it to pass" (Psalm 37:5). Whatever He plans. Whatever He purposes.
He'll bring it to pass if | just commit my way to Him.

For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returns not thither, but it
waters the earth, and makes it to bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower,
and bread to the eater: So shall my word be that goes forth out of my mouth: it shall not
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which | please, and it shall prosper in
the thing whereto | sent it (Isa 55:10-11).

Now God here uses a very common figure-an occurrence of nature, the rain and the
snow, to illustrate His Word. How that they come down from heaven, even as God's
Word has come to us not as an invention of man as some would have you to think, but
"all scripture is given by inspiration of God" (Il Timothy 3:16). "Holy men of old wrote as
they were inspired by the Holy Spirit" (1l Peter 1:21). God's Word is come to us from
heaven and the purpose of God's Word is to work here on earth, not to work in heaven,
but it's to work here on earth. Its effect and its fruit and its result is here on earth.

Now even as rain comes down to water the earth in order that it might spark into life, all
of the potential that is there in that dirt, you look at a dry, parched, dusty field, barren.
But yet in that dirt, in that dry field there's all kinds of latent life forms. Out on the desert,
dry, parched sand. But just get a few inches of rain, the beauty, the glory that is there as
the rain sparks into life. All of the seeds and everything else that are there and the
desert turns purple. It turns yellow. It turns golden. It turns blue with all of the beautiful
flowers, as the seeds have been touched by the rain and brought forth into life. So our
lives as God's Word comes to us is able to transform our lives and bring into life that
spirit.

The Word of God is that which comes to our spirit and brings life to our spirit and thus
brings forth all of the glory and the potential of our being. Man without the Word of God
remains dead, lifeless, barren, deserty. But oh, when God's Word like rain begins to just
soak my life, the fruit, the results as it waters in order that it might bud blossoms forth.
"To give seed to the sower and bread to the eater." The first effect of God's work in my
life is towards me, what it has done for me. And the second is bread to the eater, what
God can do through me in helping others. "So is My Word, it shall not return unto Me
void." God's Word will not come back void. "He that goeth forth with weeping, bearing
precious seed, shall doubtless come again, bringing the sheaves with him" (Psalm
126:6).

You go forth with the Word of God, the seed. Now the seed is the Word, Jesus said.
You go forth bearing the precious seed, the Word of God, carrying it to others.
Doubtless you're going to come again with a harvest. For God's Word will not return
unto Him void. Now learn to start using the Word and quit defending it. It doesn't need
your defense. It needs that you just use the Word of God. How many people have
started to read the Bible in order that they might learn it better so that they can better
argue against it and have ended up believing.
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Now God has sent His Word to bring you hope, to bring you encouragement, to bring
you joy, to bring you life. And all of these things will come to you as you read the Word
of God. It's not going to return void. It's going to accomplish the purposes for which He
has sent it. So how important for us to just let the Word of God soak into our lives. Just
each day get a new drenching of God's Word and just let it soak in. Oh, how it will cause
your life to just bud forth with glory and the beauty.

For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills
shall break forth before you into singing, and the trees of the field shall clap their hands
(Isa 55:12).

Oh, that person who is saturated in the Word of God. All nature seems to just come into
harmony and into tune. It's just glorious as you come into harmony with God, you come
into harmony with the nature around you. And you begin to see things you never saw
before. I've always said, hey, if you're not a Christian be sure that you give your life to
the Lord before you take your vacation. You cannot enjoy your vacation completely
unless you have Christ in your heart. And I'll tell you, you'll see things through Christ-
filled eyes that you have never seen before. Those flowers that you used to just trample
down in the meadows, you'll be enthralled with them, with their design, with their color,
with their beauty. You'll see new things. The hills will break forth into singing. The trees
will clap their hands. And oh, you'll just come in tune and in harmony with God's
creation.

Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier the myrtle tree:
and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off
(Isa 55:13).

God's glorious day of restoration. The glorious thing about teaching the Word of God |
never need to worry about the result because God's Word won't return void. He's going
to accomplish the purposes for which He sent it. And | can always know that you're
going to go away and be blessed because you've been here. And that's sort of
comforting to know. If | stood up here and gave you my word all evening, then I'd worry
all week about what had happened to it. But because we give to you God's word, we
commend you now unto the Word of God. That God might work in your life His glorious
work as now by the Spirit He makes application of the truths to your life and as He
begins His work of enriching you in His love through His grace.

May God be with you this week and keep your life steadfast in Him. And may you grow
up into Christ in all things as your life comes into that place of maturity that God wants
you to know and to experience in Jesus Christ. And thus may your life be rich and full as
God's Word works in you through the Spirit.
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